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next our host,, to ask him if we wore ever going to
liavo anything to oat.

At last, about 11,30, the door opened, a,ud a.
servant entered, bearing a. tray with hvo largo
bottles of vodka. This, I thought, looked like a
preliminary 1o food, a,t any rale the spirit kept
faintnoHS off! A quarter of an hour la.ter Madame
WormofE returned to announce lhat dinner (dinner
at 11.30 ! !) was ready, and \vn adjourned gravely to
an upstairs apartment, where tin1 repast awaited us.
In a corner of the room slood a small table set nut
with, sinokod herrings, salmon, dioo.se, caviar., a-iui
flanked by half a dozen huge bottles of vodka-,
cognac, cunu;ao, kiiumiol, and ofchor liqueurs.
Hero every one took a morsel of uhoew or fish in
his fingers, and gra-voly drank our health true by
ono, turning their glass up, it1 wo did not drain ours
to the dregs, to show that it was empty, 13y the
time supper was served my head began to swim,
for I had. had to imbibo in this way, and. on an
empty stomach, seven or eight glasses of vodka.,
a liquid to which I was totally unaccustomed, and
which is, I need not say, extremely potent.

One diminutive chicken and half a doxcu small
cutlets do not go far among half H doKun hungry
men, but thsit was literally the only food tlioro was.
There was plenty to drink; but what drink!
Brandy, vodka, and white port (English made).
Beer, claret, or sherry, tlioro was none, or oven
water, for after devouring suit fiwh like so many
Esquimaux, ono would gladly have .put up with the
latter had there been any.

Madame   Wormoff retired tq rest shortly after